
In This Book

For more information, 
see Survival Guide (p147)

Currency
Rupiah (Rp)

Languages
Bahasa Indonesia and Balinese

Visas
Visas are easily obtained but can be a 

hassle if you hope to stay longer than 30 
days.

Money
ATMs are common and it’s easy to 

exchange money. Credit cards are accepted 
at more expensive establishments.

Mobile Phones
Cheap local SIM cards (from 5000Rp with 

no calling credit) are sold everywhere. 
Data speeds of 3G and faster are the norm 
across Bali. Any modern mobile phone will 

work.

Time
Indonesia Central Time (GMT/UTC plus 

eight hours)

Tipping
Tipping a set percentage is not expected in 

Bali, but if the service is good, it’s appropriate 
to leave at least 5000Rp or 10% or more.

Arriving in Bali
Most visitors arrive in Bali via flights to 
Ngurah Rai International Airport. From the 
airport, your main choices of transport are 
prearranged rides through your hotel or villa, 
or prepaid taxis.

A From the Airport

Destination Taxi Fare 

Kuta 80,000Rp

Seminyak 130,000Rp

Ubud 300,000Rp

A At the Airport
Bali’s Ngurah Rai International Airport (DPS; 
listed as Denpasar or Bali on travel websites) 
has a disappointing and poorly designed ter-
minal. The arrivals area has ATMs and money 
changers. Expect long lines at customs and 
immigration. Accommodation services may 
book you into inconvenient locations.

Getting Around
The best way to get around is with your own 
transport, whether you drive, hire a driver or 
cycle. This gives you the flexibility to explore 
places that are otherwise inaccessible.

K Taxi
Cheap, widely available and easy to hail 
in south Bali. Always insist on the meter, 
although most drivers will automatically use 
it in the daytime. Bluebird Taxis are the most 
reliable.

K Car & Driver
Very common for longer trips and all-day 
touring. Can be arranged through your hotel; 
costs US$50 to US$60 per day.

Q Walking
The best way to get around the Kuta–Legian–
Seminyak, Nusa Dua–Tanjung Benoa and 
Sanur areas (often on pleasant beachfront 
walkways), as well as Ubud.

K Car
Car rentals are often arranged from street-
side vendors. Cheap and adventurous, but 
you are at the mercy of Bali’s traffic and it’s 
very easy to get lost. Rent a small 4WD for 
around US$40 a day.

H Motorbike
Cheap and easily arranged, and you can 
weave around traffic if you are a daredevil; 
can be very dangerous. Rent one for as little 
as US$5 a day.

J Tourist Bus
Combine economy with convenience. Cheap 
air-con buses run on a limited network that 
covers Kuta–Sanur–Ubud–Padangbai.

H Bicycle
Increasingly, people are touring the island 
by sepeda (bike) and many visitors are using 
bikes around towns and for day trips.

Your Daily Budget
Budget: Less than US$80

  Room at guesthouse or homestay: less 
than US$50

  Cheap food and drink, meals under US$5

  Beaches: free

Midrange: US$80–250
  Room at midrange hotel: US$50–150

  Great night out eating and drinking: from 
US$20

  Spa treatment: US$10–40

Top end: More than US$250
  Room at top-end hotel or resort: over 

US$150

  Lavish evening out: over US$40

  Car and driver per day: US$60

Useful Websites
  Bali Advertiser (www.baliadvertiser.biz) 

Bali’s expat journal; insider tips and good 
columnists.

  Bali Discovery (www.balidiscovery.com) 
Excellent weekly summary of news and 
features, plus hotel deals.

  Lonely Planet (www.lonelyplanet.com/
bali) Destination information, hotel bookings, 
traveller forum and more.

Advance Planning
Three months before Book rooms during 
high season.

One month before Book rooms during 
shoulder season.

One week before Book top restaurants 
and spas during high season.

Before You GoNeed to 
Know
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Balangan Beach
Balangan Beach is a real find. A long and low 
strand at the base of the cliffs is covered with 
palm trees and fronted by a ribbon of near-
white sand, picturesquely dotted with white sun 
umbrellas. Surfer bars (some with bare-bones 
sleeping rooms), cafes in shacks and even slightly 
more permanent guesthouses precariously line 
the shore where buffed First World bods soak 
up rays amid Third World sanitation. Balangan 
Beach is 6.5km off the main Ulu Watu road via 
Cenggiling.

Bingin Beach
An ever-evolving scene, Bingin comprises several 
unconventionally stylish lodgings scattered across 
– and down – the cliffs and on the strip of white 
sand below. One of Bukit’s classic surf breaks, it’s 
also famous as a beach hang-out with spectacular 
views. A 1km lane turns off the paved road (look 
for the thicket of accommodation signs), which in 
turn branches off the main Ulu Watu road at the 
small village of Pecatu. After you pay an elderly 
resident for access, you get to the beach from a 
main parking area. Follow the steep steps and 
trail down.

Padang Padang
Small in size but not in perfection (or popularity), 
this little cove is near the main Ulu Watu road 
where a stream flows into the sea. Experienced 
surfers flock here for the tubes. Parking is easy 
and it is a short walk through a temple and down 
a well-paved trail. If you’re feeling adventurous, a 
much-longer stretch of white sand begins on the 
west side of the river. Ask locals how to get there.

y Top Tips
 Most of the beaches 

have namesake surf 
-

surfers enjoy watching 

 Low-key cafes and 
vendors can be found 

 Although lacking 

Watu surf break have 
cafes with terraces, sun 

 If you don’t have your 
own transport (this is 
prime motorbike terri-
tory), arrange with your 
taxi or driver for pickup 

5 Take a Break
Inside the shady 
bamboo Nasa Café 
(meals from 30,000Rp; 
h8am-11pm), built on 
stilts above the sand, 
the wraparound view 
through the drooping 
thatched roof is of a 
vibrant azure ribbon of 

-
ple Indo meals set the 
tone for the four very 
basic rooms (about 
200,000Rp) off the 

One of Bali’s hotspots is the booming west coast of the Bukit Peninsula with 
its string-of-pearls beaches. Often hidden at the base of cliffs, these white-
sand visions of sunny pleasure are some of the best on Bali. You may have 
to drive along a road that barely qualifies as such and clamber down a steep 
path, but the reward is always worth it. Lazing away an afternoon at one of 
these coves is an essential Bali experience.

Padang Padang

Ulu Watu’s Beaches

Ulu Watu’s BeachesUlu Watu & Around 6968

Locals preparing for a festival in Penestanan
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Note that as you follow 
the river, you’ll encoun-
ter farmers asking for 
money to cross their 
land; 5000Rp is a rea-
sonable amount to give. 
There is no need to give 
money to any ‘guides’.

4 Ayung River 
Valley
Following the rough 
trails north, along the 
eastern side of the 
Ayung, you traverse 
steep slopes, cross paddy 
fields and pass irrigation 
canals through dense 
tropical jungle. You 
don’t need to follow any 
specific trail as you head 
north along the river. 
Water plunges over huge 
boulders and eddies in 
cool-looking pools.

5 Kedewatan
After about 1.5km of 
meandering through 
the river valley (take 
your time, wander 
about, see what you 
discover), you’ll reach 
the finish point for 
white-water rafting 
trips that start further 
upriver. Under a dense 
canopy of trees, take 
a good but steep trail 
up to the main road 
at Kedewatan; head 
north then east about 

1km along the main 
road into Ubud.

6 Sanggingan
At Sanggingan the 
road curves 90 degrees 
due south and begins 
the long, gentle descent 
to the Campuan Bridge 

where you started. 
Among the many cafes 
along here, pause for 
one of the famous marti-
nis at Naughty Nuri’s, or 
you can stop at the Neka 
Art Museum to see how 
artists portrayed many 
of the sights you’ve seen.

2 The Walk
The wonders of the Ayung River (Sungai Ayung) 
are the focus of this outing, which may be close 
to Ubud but is a world away in terms of its pure 
tropical splendour. You’ll walk in a lush valley past 
a rushing river amid impossibly green vistas. Along 
the way, you’ll pass through an iconically typical 
village and cross through the old compound of one 
of Bali’s greatest expat writers.

Start Campuan Bridge

Finish Campuan Bridge

Length

5 Take a Break
There are no breaks in the valley! Bring plenty of 
water and assemble a picnic from a deli or cafe in 
Ubud. But towards the end of your walk, options for 
a pause abound. The cafes line up like a string of 
oases as you make your way blessedly downhill on 
Jl Raya Sanggingan.

1 Penestanan
From the Campuan 
Bridge, climb the steep 
concrete stairs opposite 
the Hotel Tjampuhan 
and walk west past 
rice fields and artists’ 
studios in the village 
of Penestanan. You’ll 
see more artists’ studios 
and traditional family 
compounds. Look for 
the small temple that 
always graces a corner.

2 Sayan
Now head north on a 
small road that curves 
around to Sayan and 
the Sayan Terrace ho-
tel. This was the site of 
Colin McPhee’s home in 
the1930s, as chronicled 
in his excellent book A 
House in Bali (available 
at island bookshops). 
He was one of the first 
Westerners to take a 
scholarly approach to 
documenting Bali’s 
music and dance.

3 Path into the 
Valley
Follow the downhill path 
before the gate to the 
hotel’s rooms. It’s steep 
and can be slippery, 
plus there are offshoots 
that can lead you astray; 
locals will help you for 
a tip of about 10,000Rp. 

Ayung River 
Valley
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or seek recommendations 
from other travellers.

 On the road, buy the 
driver lunch (they’ll want 
to eat elsewhere, so give 
them 20,000Rp) and of-
fer snacks and drinks.

Taxi
 Metered taxis are com-

mon in south Bali and 
Denpasar (but not Ubud). 
They are essential for get-
ting around and you can 

busy areas.

 The best taxi company 
by far is Blue Bird Taxi 
(%0361-701111; www.
bluebirdgroup.com), which 
uses blue vehicles with a 
light on the roof bearing 
a stylised bluebird. Watch 
out for myriad fakes – 
look for ‘Blue Bird’ over 
the windscreen and the 
phone number. Also has a 
slick app.

 Avoid any taxis where 
the driver won’t use a 
meter.

Car & Motorbike
 Renting a car or motor-

bike can open up Bali for 
exploration – and can also 
leave you counting the 
minutes until you return it; 
driving conditions can be 
harrowing, and in south 

 Any place you stay 
will be able to help you 
organise rental. Rates 
are around 50,000Rp 
per day.

Bicycle
 There are plenty of 

bicycles for rent in the 
tourist areas, but many 
are in poor condition. 
Ask at your accommo-
dation. Prices are from 
30,000Rp per day.

Boat
 Fast boats link Bali and 

nearby islands.

 Boats are unregulated 
and there have been 
accidents. Go with 
established companies 

life boats and easily 
accessed life preservers 
before departure.

Essential 
Information
Business Hours

 Restaurants & cafes 
8am to 10pm daily

 Shops & services 
catering to visitors 9am 
to 8pm or later daily

Electricity

Health
 Tap water in Bali is 

never safe to drink.

across Indonesia. Its green 
cred out-Ubuds Ubud.

Best Top End
Como Uma Ubud (www.
comohotels.com) One of 
Ubud’s most attractive 
properties, the 46 rooms 
here come in a variety 
of sizes but all have a 
relaxed naturalistic style 
that goes well with the 
gorgeous views over the 
gardens and the river val-
ley beyond. Service and 
amenities are superb.

Alila Villas Uluwatu 
(www.alilahotels.com/
uluwatu) Visually stun-
ning, this vast resort has 
an artful contemporary 
style that is at once light 
and airy while still con-
veying a sense of luxury. 

gracious service in a set-
ting where the blue of the 
ocean contrasts with the 
green of the surrounding 

Hotel Tugu Bali (www.
tuguhotels.com) Right 
at Batu Bolong Beach, 
this exquisite hotel blurs 
the boundaries between 
accommodation and a 
museum-gallery, espe-
cially the Walter Spies 
and Le Mayeur Pavilions, 

where memorabilia from 
the artists’ lives deco-
rates the rooms. There’s 
a spa and a high-style 

Aman kila (www.amanki-
la.com) One of Bali’s best 
resorts, the Aman kila is 
perched along the jutting 

5.6km beyond the Padan-

past the road to Manggis, 
a discreetly marked side 
road leads to the hotel. It 
features an isolated sea-
side location with views 
to Nusa Penida.

Arriving in 
Bali
Ngurah Rai Inter-
national Airport

 Ngurah Rai Interna-
tional Airport (http://bali-
airport.com), just south 
of Kuta, is the only airport 
in Bali. It is sometimes 
referred to internationally 
as Denpasar or on some 

sites as Bali.

 -
ing to and from Bali have 

and Asian capitals. The 

present runway is too 

nonstop to/from Europe.

 Bali’s current airport 
terminal opened in 2013. 
Unfortunately, it has 
many problems including 
a serpentine layout, long 
queues at immigration 
and customs, and non-
functioning escalators.

 From here, a taxi to Kuta 
is 80,000Rp, to Seminyak 
it’s 130,000Rp and to 
Ubud it’s 300,000Rp.

Getting 
Around
Car & Driver

 An excellent way to 
travel anywhere around 
Bali is by hired vehicle; if 
you’re part of a group, it 
can make sound econom-
ic sense as well.

 Costs for a full 
day should aver-
age 500,000Rp to 
800,000Rp.

 It’s easy to arrange a 
charter: just listen for 

of ‘transport?’ in the 
streets around the tourist 
centres. Approach a driver 
yourself, ask at your hotel, 
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Type C
220V/50Hz

Type F
230V/50Hz

Nusa
Lembongan

Ubud's Rice
Fields

Insert 3-line header 
text in this text 
frame (p000)
Insert 6-line body text in 
this frame. Insert 6-line 
body text in this frame. 
Insert 6-line body text in 
this frame. Insert 6-line 
body text in this frame.

Nusa Dua & 
Tanjung Benoa 
(p76)
Fronted by a reef-
protected beach, Nusa 
Dua is a gated top-end 
resort world, while 
Tanjung Benoa caters to 
midrange groups.

East Bali (p118)
In the shadow of Gunung 
Agung, Bali’s most 
important volcano, enjoy 
black-sand beaches, 
historic sights and 
impossibly green vistas.

Sanur (p82)
Combines Balinese style 
with a thriving expat 
community. The quiet 
beach is perfect for 
families too mature for 
Kuta.

Ubud (p98)
Bali’s cultural heart is an 
alluring mix of creative 
boutiques, spas and 
cultural performances.

Top Experiences
Touring Ubud’s rice 
fields

Worth a Trip
Top Experiences

Pura Luhur Batukau
Nusa Lembongan
Gili Trawangan

Ulu Watu's
Beaches

Pura Luhur
Batukau

Kuta & Legian 
(p22)
Bali’s chaotic heart of 
mass tourism has 
squawking vendors and 
sweaty clubs all jammed 
in tight against a 
legendary beach.

Kerobokan & 
Canggu (p46)
Villas and surfer 
guesthouses mingle 
with rice fields and fine 
dining. Beaches range 
from lonely to trendy; 
the waves are bigger 
than further south.

Jimbaran (p60)
A low-key bay and 
beach; the action is at 
the famous fish market 
and dozens of beachside 
grilled-seafood joints.

Denpasar (p92)
Bali’s sprawling, chaotic 
capital is the island’s 
population hub. Look for 
museums and 
monuments plus vibrant 
shopping and eating.

Seminyak (p34)
Streets lined with 
designer boutiques and 
shops of every sort; 
oodles of good 
restaurants, and the 
beach is never far away.

Ulu Watu & Around 
(p66)
Pocket-sized white-sand 
beaches sit in coves 
below cliffs. Bamboo 
cafes cater to surfers 
and their fans.

Top Experiences
Watu's beaches 

Bali
Regions

Regions  1918

Echo Beach (p51)
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Traditional Legong dancerBeach Walk: 
Batubelig to Echo 
Beach (p48)

 Deserted beaches
 Isolated temples

At its busiest, Kuta Beach 
can feel like you’ve stum-
bled into a flash mob. The 
same goes for Legian and 
even Seminyak’s beaches. 
But head north along this 
seemingly limitless arc 
of sand from Batubelig 
Beach and you’ll leave 
Bali’s crowds behind. It’s 
a fascinating stroll and 
you’ll see temples, tiny 
fishing encampments, 
crashing surf, lots of 
surfers, cool cafes and 
outcrops of upscale beach 
culture.

A Perfect Ubud Day 
(p102)

 Alluring shopping
 A cleansed body

Ubud is all about 
Balinese creativity and 
culture – but there’s an-
other Ubud that’s much 
more inwardly focused. 
On this stroll you can 
get your body purged 
of poisons, fill it with 
healthy nourishment, 
adorn it with beauty and, 
bringing things full circle, 
feel the inspiration of 
Balinese dance. In fact, it 
is a good thing that Ubud 
is blessed with so many 
fine cafes, as otherwise 
you might find yourself 
so caught up in the 
pleasures of wandering 
its lanes that you’d forget 
to enjoy a break.

After checking out 

Other great places 
to experience Bali 
like a local: 

Benoa’s places of 

(p122)

(p44)

Warung (p54)

Beach (p56)

(p64)

Bali
Local Life
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Best Top End
Locavore Ubud’s world-
class temple to farm-to-
table seasonal eating; 
book far in advance. 
(p110)

Sardine Amid the south 
Bali hubbub, an oasis set 
on a private rice field; 
exquisite seafood, great 
bar. (p54)

Mozaic A long-time 
trendsetter of fine din-
ing in a beautiful Ubud 
garden. (p112)

Bumbu Bali Exquisite set 
menus. (p80)

Best Indonesian
Nasi Ayam Kedewatan 
The place for sate lilit 
(minced fish, chicken or 
pork satay) in a simple 
open-front dining room 
on the edge of Ubud. 
(p112)

Warung Sulawesi Deli-
cious dishes from across 
the archipelago, served in 
a shady family courtyard. 
(p54)

Warung Eny A visitor 
favourite; if you like what 
you eat, they’ll show you 
how to cook it. (p54)

Warung Teges Great 
Balinese fare loved by 
locals, just south of Ubud. 
(p111)

Warung Ida Ida and her 
family serve up local 
specialities. (p125)

Best International
Pica South American 
dishes from an open 
kitchen in Ubud? Yes, and 
the results delight. (p111)

Warung Goûthé Bali’s 
best casual French lunch; 
daily specials are just 
that. (p53)

Take Fresh Balinese sea-
food stars in Japanese 
classics. (p28)

Sisterfields Classic and 
creative Aussie plates. 
(p38)

Best Markets
Pasar Badung At 
Denpasar’s huge market 
you’ll find every kind of 
food grown on Bali. (p97)

Jimbaran Fish Market 
As well as its legendary 
fish market, Jimbaran 
has a morning market 
of fruit and vegetables. 
(p63)

Semarapura Market 
Offers an all-day bounty. 
(p121)

Gianyar Night Market 
Have fun just strolling, 
browsing and choosing. 
(p125)

Left: Coffee; Above: Balinese cuisine

baskets loaded with 
fresh fruits, vegetables, 
flowers, spices, and 
varieties of red, black 
and white rice.

Eating
Best

Bali is a splendid destination for food. The local 
cuisine, whether truly 
by the rest of Indonesia and Asia, draws from 
the bounty of fresh local foods and is rich with 

-
side warungs (simple local cafes) or top-end 

best dining in the region.

Balinese Cuisine
Food, glorious food – or should that be food, labo-
rious food? Balinese cooking is a time-consuming 
activity, but no effort at all is required to enjoy the 
results. That part is one of the best things about 
travelling around Bali: the sheer variety and qual-
ity of the local cuisine will have your taste buds 
dancing all the way to the next warung.

The fragrant aromas of Balinese cooking will 
taunt you wherever you go. Even in your average 
village compound, the finest food is prepared fresh 
every day. Women go to their local marketplace 
first thing in the morning to buy whatever produce 
has been brought from the farms overnight. They 
cook enough to last all day, diligently roasting the 
coconut until the smoky sweetness kisses your 
nose, painstakingly and grinding the spices to form 
the perfect base (paste). The dishes are covered on 
a table or stored in a glass cabinet for family mem-
bers to serve themselves throughout the day.

Markets
There’s no better place to get acquainted with Ba-
linese cuisine than the local market. But it’s not for 
late sleepers. The best time to go is around 6am to 
7am. The atmosphere is lively and colourful with 

y Top Tips
 Every town of any 

size in Bali will have a 
pasar malam (night 
market), at which 
you can sample a 
vast range of fresh 

warungs and carts. 
Gianyar has a great 
one.

 If you happen to be 

a Balinese person, 
don’t be surprised if 
they tip the top layer 

ground. This is an 
age-old protection 
against evil spirits.
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Handles a a variety of 
top-end villas.

Bali Ultimate Villas 
(www.baliultimatevillas.
net) A villa agent that also 

JED (www.jed.or.id) 
Arrange a village stay 

-
tourism Network.

Lonely Planet (www.
-

information, hotel book-
ings, traveller forum and 
more.

Best Budget
Pondok Baruna (www.

diver operator World 

-

Lembongan.

Kuta Bed & Breakfast 

-

Bemo Corner – it has all 
-

-
derful rooftop with views 
over the Kuta skyline; 

Khrisna Home Stay 
(pinpinaryadi@yahoo.

seven-room homestay is 

trees and plants growing 
guava, bananas, passion 
fruit, papaya, oranges and 
more. Needless to say, 

-

the owners lovely.

Padma Ubud (www.

very private bungalows 

-

the modern outdoor bath-
rooms have hot water.

Best Midrange
Matahari Cottages 
(www.matahariubud.

Ubud guesthouse has 

tradition of river-bathing. 

breakfast and high tea 
elaborately served on 
silver.

Temple Lodge (www.

-

driftwood and other natu-

above the surf breaks, and 
there are superb views 

some of the seven units.

Rock’n Reef (www.

bungalows are built into 

-

Swasti Eco Cottages 

the Monkey Forest, this 

grounds that feature an 

rooms are in simple 

are in vintage traditional 
houses brought here from 

Book Your Stay
 The Basics Bali has a 

huge range of great-value 

peak periods of August 
and Christmas, book three 
or more months ahead.

 Resorts Bali has some 

be a bargain elsewhere. 

or nestled in a lush moun-
tain valley.

 Villas

 Hotels
hundreds of hotels are 

 Homestays & Guest-
houses

you right in the middle of 

Useful Websites
Bali Private Villas (www.

High Season (Jul, Aug 
-

more. Many hotels are 
booked far ahead; the 
best restaurants need to 

Christmas and New 
Year are expensive and 

Shoulder (May, Jun & 

(drier, less humid). 
Good room deals and 
last-minute bookings are 
possible. Best time for 

diving.

Low Season (Jan–Apr, 
-

rywhere, good airfares. 
Rainy season – though 

Before You Go

When to Go
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QuickStart 
Guide
Your keys to under-
standing the city – 
we help you decide 
what to do and how 
to do it

Survival 
Guide
Tips and tricks 
for a seamless, 
hassle-free city 
experience
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of Bali
The city’s 
highlights
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to help you plan

Explore 
Bali
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see and do, region 
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of your visit
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Tips for a 
smooth trip
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Traditional Balinese dancer
KERTU / SHUTTERSTOCK ©
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Welcome 
to Bali

 The mere mention of Bali evokes thoughts of a paradise. 
It’s more than a place; it’s a mood, an aspiration, a tropi-
cal state of mind. Bali’s rich culture plays out at all levels 
of life, from exquisite flower-petal offerings to traditional 
music and dance. Add in great beaches, world-class surf-
ing, superb dining, stunning sunsets, beautiful walks and 
fabulous shopping, and Bali is simply unbeatable.

QuickStart 
Guide 
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 Pura Luhur Batukau (p58)
 Pura Luhur Batukau, one of Bali’s most important temples, never fails to touch 
the spirit. It is a mystical – and misty – place to contemplate Bali’s beliefs and 
to commune with nature.
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Touring Ubud’s Rice Fields (p100)
 Ribbons of green sinuously curving around hillsides crested by coconut palms 
and emerald patchworks blanketing the land: these are some of the vistas 
you’ll savour as you walk Ubud’s   rice fields.

 Gili Trawangan 
(p126)
 An all-day, all-night 
party, that’s Gili T – take 
a fast boat over from 
Bali to whoop it up. 
Divers can also find 
briny joy and snorkellers 
will discover underwa-
ter beauty right off the 
beach.
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